Board of Fire Commissioners
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August 15, 2017

ACTION ITEM 17-16
Non-Ad Valorem Assessment
Rates Fixed for FY 2017/2018
Resolution 2017-06

RESOLUTION 2017-06
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE PINELLAS
SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT PROVIDING FOR THE FIXING OF
THE RATE OF NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS BEGINNING FISCAL
YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2017, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CHARTER OF THE
DISTRICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, The Charter of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District requires that
the rate of non-ad valorem assessments against the assessable real property situated in the
District shall be set by Resolution of the Board on or subsequent to February 1 of each
year.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF THE PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE
DISTRICT, that:
SECTION 1. The rate of non-ad valorem assessments against the assessable real
property situated in the District shall be as is shown in Exhibit 1 to the Resolution.
SECTION 2. This Resolution shall remain in full force and effect until supplemented,
amended, modified, repealed, discontinued or otherwise altered.
SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase of this Resolution, or
the particular application thereof shall be held invalid by any court, administrative
agency, or other body with appropriate jurisdiction, the remaining section, subsection,
sentences, clauses, or phrases under application, shall not be affected thereby.
SECTION 4. That this Resolution shall become effective upon the day of adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 15th Day of August, 2017.
PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

______________________________
Joseph V. Bruni
Chair

_______________________________
Larry Schear
Secretary/Treasurer

PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 2017-06
EXHIBIT 1
Single Residences: Includes
Single Family Homes, Apartments, Condos
Time Share Units
Condo Garage Space, Storage Unit, Boat Slip (separate title)
Vacant Lots: Each Lot
Vacant Lot with XFSB (i.e. Shed, Dock, Barn) Additional
Unplatted Land: Each Acre
Commercial Units: Up to 500 Sq. Ft.
Per Sq. Ft. over 500 Sq. Ft.
(a) With Kitchen
Additional
(b) With Dining Room
Additional
(c) With Bar
Additional
Hotels:
(a) With Kitchen
Additional
(b) With Dining Room
Additional
(c) With Bar
Additional
(d) Each Room
Additional
Motels: Rental Units (Efficiencies or Otherwise)
Motels: Manager=s or Owner=s Quarters
Mobile Home Lots: Rental Space
Mobile Home Lots: Occupied by Manager or Owner
Recreational Vehicle Lots: Rental Space
Recreational Vehicle Lots: Occupied by Manager or Owner
Fuel Pumps (Any Number)
Above Ground Oil Storage Tanks: 5,000 Gal. or Less
Each 1,000 Gal. or Fraction Thereof over 5,000

$260.00
$260.00
$ 95.00
$ 95.00
$ 25.00
$124.00
$286.00
$ 0.20
$385.00
$385.00
$385.00
$385.00
$385.00
$385.00
$385.00
$115.00
$165.00
$260.00
$165.00
$260.00
$165.00
$260.00
$625.00
$490.00
$ 85.00

ACTION ITEM 17-14
Presentation of Tentative
Budget
(Backup documentation forthcoming)

Draft Minutes
July 11, 2017
July 18, 2017

MINUTES
JULY 11, 2017
WORKSHOP AND REGULAR MEETING
Held at PSFRD Station #28
13501 94th Avenue, Seminole, FL 33785
SPECIAL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:07 a.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL: Commissioners answering roll call were Chair Joe Bruni, Vice Chair Lou Snelling, Secretary/Treasurer
Larry Schear, Commissioner David Gardella, and Commissioner Laura Martin. A quorum was present with Chair Joe
Bruni presiding. Attorney Jeff Albinson, Fire Chief Sal D’Angelo, and Finance Director David Martin were also present.
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS: None.
GENERAL REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Kelly Cisarik – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Cisarik discussed the 2006 Matrix Consulting
Report and stated that it should be reviewed again.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
16-06 Dispute with Pinellas County EMS Authority – Settlement Agreement
Discussion: Attorney Jeff Albinson introduced Attorney Jennifer Cowan and explained that she has been the lead
counsel for the District in this process.
Commissioner Larry Schear discussed his concerns with the proposed Settlement Agreement. His comments
were as follows: Paragraph 2: This Agreement is a compromise and not an admission of guilt or liability by either
party. Paragraph 3: No external promises are part of the Agreement, but it does recognize the probability of a
successful Penny for Pinellas vote and the future existence of a new North Redington Beach EMS station and not
Belleair Beach. Paragraph 7: “PSFRD” is misspelled as “PDFRD.” Additionally, Commissioner Schear questioned the
minimum level of funding for two positions, thereby limiting the EMS-funded expansion of its current two stations to
three or more. Paragraph 8a: The proposed Redington station would be too close to the PSFRD relocated Station 26,
which is an error that has been made in the past and should not be compounded. Paragraph 8b: A full advanced life
support/fire rescue position should be funded for Station 28. Additionally, the funding should be for three positions.
Paragraph 8c: PCEMSA is responsible for actual EMS costs, as correctly billed by PSFRD. Paragraph 9: This is another
“if” clause that does not reinforce the existing reality of Station 26’s relocation. Paragraph 11: This Agreement should
not be dependent upon the Penny for Pinellas vote.
Attorney Jennifer Cowan discussed the terms of the Settlement Agreement. She explained that PSFRD believes
that the Pinellas County EMS Authority began systematically defunding its units in 2009. Despite conversations
between the District and the EMS Authority, the issue was never resolved, so the District filed a lawsuit against the
County in 2016. As part of the intergovernmental dispute resolution process, there were two public meetings between
the administrative staffs and then a subsequent mediation. This proposed Agreement is the result of that mediation.
The Agreement must be approved by PSFRD’s Board of Fire Commissioners as well as the Board of County
Commissioners/EMS Authority; otherwise, it is null and void. Attorney Cowan explained that in no way is the
Agreement an admission of liability by either party. The purpose of entering into this Agreement is to reestablish a
healthy relationship between the District and the County, as well as to avoid litigation and associated costs.
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Attorney Cowan explained that PSFRD will be subject to all terms that other departments are subject to under the
countywide ALS agreement, with a guarantee that the District will be fully funded for fiscal year 2017/18, which
equals just less than $1.8 million. Thereafter, PSFRD will be funded for no less than two 24/7 ALS positions.
Additionally, PSFRD will be funded for a minimum of a 50% position for Truck 28, and will be funded for Squad 26
until the Redington EMS station is operational and if PSFRD is not selected to staff that station. If that station does not
become operational, the EMS authority and County agree that they will accept input from PSFRD in consideration of a
different location for service of the Redington area. Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, the parties have agreed to
interpret the EMS Authority’s Special Act as designating PSFRD as an existing EMS provider, and providing a
minimum level of service for the District of two 24/7 advanced life support/fire rescue (ALSFR) seats.
Regarding Penny for Pinellas, Attorney Cowan explained, if approved, the Agreement provides that the
parties will jointly assess and consider for Penny funding the following: The replacement and refurbishment of Station
28, with a cost not to exceed $3 million; evaluating the cost benefit of moving a station and providing an ancillary
emergency operations center to be housed at Station 28; reimbursement to PSFRD for money expended on an aerial
device, not to exceed 1.4 million; the purchase of Marine 27, not to exceed $150,000. Chief D’Angelo stated that,
regarding the Penny for Pinellas stipulations, he firmly believes that John Bennett is a man of integrity and that he
cares about the citizens and first responders above political agendas. He also stated that if Penny for Pinellas fails, the
County will have much bigger issues. Chief D’Angelo stated that the statement on page 4 subsection C of the
Agreement, “In no event shall funding fall below 2 24/7 positions” is very important for budgetary purposes, as the
District has never had that guarantee before. He said that he feels that this is a very positive step in the right direction
for the District.
Attorney Jennifer Cowan agreed that most municipalities and special districts will be negatively affected if
Penny for Pinellas doesn’t pass. She addressed Commissioner Schear’s mention of the typographical error in section 7
and, should the Agreement be approved, it is with the correction of that error. Additionally, she explained, should the
parties enter into this Agreement, the District is required to dismiss the litigation within 30 days. Commissioner
Gardella inquired as to if an addition could be made to paragraph 11 which would identify the timeframe during
which the parties will meet after the Penny for Pinellas passes in November. Attorney Cowan stated that it could be,
and ensured that everyone understood that this would just be a meeting to jointly assess everything and funding does
not necessarily happen at that time. She discussed that, if this addition is made, it should clarify that the staffs will sit
down together. Additionally, if this addition is made, the County has not reviewed that, and therefore could potentially
not approve the Agreement at their meeting. Chief D’Angelo stated that he feels that would be a fair addition to the
Agreement. Commissioner Gardella also pointed out a misspelling of the word “intercoastal” on page 4 which should
be corrected.
REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Kelly Cisarik – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Cisarik stated that she cannot give appropriate
comment as the [draft] agreement was not provided with the agenda packet. She also discussed that she wishes a
partnership would be made between PSFRD and Seminole to combine Stations 28 and 31.
Nancy Obarski – 708 Beach Trail, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Obarski asked if a cash settlement was involved.
Fire Chief D’Angelo stated that it is cash in the form of guaranteed for two positions. He explained that, since the
lawsuit was originally filed, there had been administrative changes, and a different approach was taken based on what
was best for the county and for the system. The guaranteed positions paired with the potential funding from Penny for
Pinellas, it will exceed the original request for $5.2 million. The Chief explained that they are building a better system
for the future, and that this is a 43.9% increase in EMS funding for PSFRD in the next fiscal year.
John Pfansteil – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mr. Pfansteil stated that the lawsuit was for $5.2
million and the District got nothing. He asked how much the lawsuit costed, and could this have been resolved without
the legal expenses.
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A motion to approve the Settlement Agreement between PSFRD and the Pinellas County
Board of County Commissioners/EMS Authority, with the identified
typographical corrections and additions.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER SCHEAR
SECOND: COMMISSIONER SNELLING
All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
17-10 Interim Fire Chief
Discussion: Fire Chief D’Angelo asked the Board to approve Assistant Chief John Mortellite as Acting Fire Chief,
commencing July 12, 2017, and provide him the signatory authority of the Fire Chief until a new Chief is selected.
Chief D’Angelo stated that he is still the Fire Chief until August 4 th, but will be on vacation during this time and there
will be various financial documents requiring the Fire Chief’s signature.
REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Kelly Cisarik – [Address on file] – Mrs. Cisarik congratulated Chief Mortellite. She inquired as to how many signature
authorities there were for the District. Finance Director Dave Martin stated that there were three: himself, Chief
D’Angelo, and Chief Mortellite.
A motion to approve Assistant Chief John Mortellite to serve as the Interim Fire Chief.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER MARTIN
SECOND: COMMISSIONER GARDELLA
All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 10:44 a.m.
APPROVED:

ATTEST:

___________________________________________________
Joseph V. Bruni, Chair
Date Approved

____________________________________________________
Kimberly G. Fugate, Executive Assistant

MINUTES
JULY 18, 2017
WORKSHOP AND REGULAR MEETING
Held at the Indian Shores Municipal Center
19305 Gulf Blvd., Indian Shores, FL 33785
WORKSHOP MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL: Commissioners answering roll call were Chair Joe Bruni, Vice Chair Lou Snelling, Secretary/Treasurer
Larry Schear, and Commissioner David Gardella. A quorum was present with Chair Joe Bruni presiding. Attorney Jeff
Albinson, Interim Fire Chief John Mortellite, and Finance Director David Martin were also present. Commissioner
Laura Martin was excused.
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS: None.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
16-16 Property for Station 26
Discussion: Commissioner David Gardella discussed PSFRD’s discussions with the property owner, and explained
that the cost is too high for the District’s budget. Discussions will continue with potential developers.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:05 p.m.
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA:
Executive Assistant Kimberly Fugate discussed that the first budget hearing must be between after September 3 rd but
prior to September 19th. The regularly scheduled meeting is on September 19, 2017. The Board agreed to hold the
first budget hearing on Wednesday, September 13, 2017. The regularly scheduled September Workshop and Regular
Meetings will be rescheduled to immediately follow the special budget hearing. The hearing will begin at 7:00 p.m. at
the Indian Shores Municipal Building. There will be no meeting on September 19, 2017.
MONTHLY BUSINESS:
1.

Approval of Minutes:

Discussion:

June 20, 2017 Workshop and Regular Meetings

None.
A motion to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2017 Workshop and Regular Meetings.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER GARDELLA
SECOND: COMMISSIONER SCHEAR
All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
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Treasurer’s Report:
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June, 2017

Discussion:
Secretary/Treasurer Larry Schear stated that there is $1,347,465 in the Money Market, $760,782 in
the Florida Investment Pool, and $1,325,000 in fixed income CDs, for total assets of $3,433,247. Current liabilities for
this month are approximately $81,700. Fund balance reserves are slowly declining, as inflow from the non-ad valorem
assessments do not meet the operational expenses. Cash and management programs continue to provide prudent
stewardship of the District’s assets. There is still a small deficit of revenues over expenditures. A $545,500 budget
amendment will be presented to the Board for approval next month. There is currently a budgeted surplus of $20,000,
which is expected to increase. Fire assessment fees are complete, with a $32,600 surplus from tax certificate sales.
Personnel compensation expenses continue to be higher than anticipated, due to arbitration and overtime costs.
Benefits expenses are in line, and operating expenses show a negative variance of $222,500. The projected
Unassigned Fund Balance is $908,600, representing 17%.
A motion to approve the June, 2017 Treasurer’s Report.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER SNELLING SECOND: COMMISSIONER GARDELLA
All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
3.
Correspondence:
Secretary/Treasurer Larry Schear read a letter from Chief D’Angelo to St.
Petersburg Fire Rescue thanking them for the use of their engine while PSFRD’s apparatus was out of service.
GENERAL REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Bill Thomas – Indian Rocks Beach – Mr. Thomas inquired as to who is representing the County [the District] as the
buyer for the Station 26 property. Commissioner Gardella stated that PSFRD is having direct conversation with the
seller. Mr. Thomas then inquired as to the amount of commission or referral fees. Commissioner Gardella stated that
there are no commissions nor referral fees involved. Mr. Thomas asked if PSFRD is required to file a disclosure form to
show that negotiations were done in good faith, to which Commissioner Schear responded that they do, after the fact.
John Pfansteil – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mr. Pfansteil stated that he feels Chief D’Angelo’s
accomplishments included the District’s first street protest, a lawsuit against the District’s largest taxpayer, and
deceptive ballot language. Mr. Pfansteil stated that he would like to urge the Board to seek a new chief with “integrity
and common sense.”
Kelly Cisarik – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Cisarik stated that she would like to see the
Commission begin working toward collaboration with neighboring districts. She discussed that she hopes the Board
selects a chief that is a “collaborator and not an instigator.” She added that she does not believe PSFRD will receive
Penny for Pinellas funds without citizen support and the trust of their neighbors.
Carol Britz – 466 20th Avenue, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Britz stated that she hopes that when the Board chooses a
new chief that “proven, excellent communication skills” are a top priority. Mrs. Britz stated that she feels the Holiday
Inn lawsuit and the property for Station 26 are examples of issues handled with poor communication.
Randy Britz – 466 20th Avenue, Indian Rocks Beach – Mr. Britz stated that he is concerned about all of the “if”
statements, such as the Penny for Pinellas, settlements, and lawsuits, and he feels that decisions should be put on hold
until there are more answers. He added that the new fire chief may have a different direction that he would like to
take and perhaps the Board should not make any decisions yet and let him make his mark.
REPORTS:
1.

COMMISSION: None.
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2.
ATTORNEY:
Attorney Albinson stated that, regarding the lawsuit with Mr. Hoofnagle, Mr. Hoofnagle’s
new attorney has filed a Renewed Motion for Summary Judgment, and the District’s counsel will prepare a response to
that document. He discussed that the judge has indicated that additional hearings should not be necessary; however,
after reading everyone’s documents, he may want to hold one. A meeting with the District’s counsel is forthcoming
and Attorney Albinson stated that he will have more information after that.
Attorney Albinson stated that at the Special Meeting on July 11, 2017, some suggestions were made regarding
revisions to the proposed settlement agreement with the EMS Authority. The District’s counsel will draft those into
the agreement, and that document is being presented to the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners/EMS
Authority for approval.
3.
CHIEF’S REPORT:
Interim Fire Chief John Mortellite stated that PSFRD is still waiting to hear about
AFG for the aerial device. He discussed that he has been working with Pinellas County and has secured three (3) Train
the Trainer spots for Marine Operations and Search and Rescue, which will take place in September. He discussed that
personnel are also preparing for upcoming water rescue trainings with neighboring fire districts. Interim Chief
Mortellite stated that he has also been working with the County to develop a wet team for PSFRD, which would consist
of rapid diver and near surface rescue. East Lake currently has a wet team and they are trying to space them out
throughout the County. The new MSA air packs are being trained upon currently and will be in service soon. He
discussed that Executive Assistant Kim Fugate has secured a Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation grant in the
amount of $4,560 which will be used to purchase 12 Thermal Imaging Cameras that will be on the first-line air packs.
He added that he did receive word earlier that the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners/EMS Authority did
approve the settlement agreement.
Chairman Bruni discussed that he and Finance Director Dave Martin have reviewed the resumes for the fire chief
position and four (4) candidates will be interviewed. The Board agreed to hold the interviews on Saturday, August 12,
2017, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Indian Shores Municipal Building.
ACTION ITEMS:
17-11 Impact Fees – Jude Hendershot
Discussion: Jude Hendershot, 14395 Oliver Street – Mr. Hendershot stated that, approximately one year ago, he built
an addition on his home. He stated that he went to the County Building Department and paid the required fees at that
time, but was not made aware that he would be responsible for impact fees to PSFRD. He explained that he has just
recently paid his impact fees in full, but is requesting that the Board waive his accrued interest, as he did not budget
for the approximately $160 that has been charged. Life Safety Inspector
Marshall Eiss stated that PSFRD has had multiple conversations with the Building Department regarding the
need for them to inform citizens of the impact fees, but they still do not do this. He explained that he typically drives
around the District and, upon finding construction going on, he contacts the owner. On July 27, 2016, Inspector Eiss
stated that he visited Mr. Hendershot and advised him of the impact fee, at which time he asked him for his plans and
informed him that he would send him an invoice. On July 29, 2017, Mr. Hendershot sent the plans to Inspector Eiss,
and on August 2, 2017, he was sent an invoice. At that time, Mr. Hendershot asked if he could set up an arrangement to
pay the impact fees. Inspector Eiss informed him that he could speak with the Fire Chief about setting up a payment
plan, but Mr. Hendershot never came in. Inspector Eiss explained that Mr. Hendershot continued to receive monthly
notices, which he never paid, nor did he contact PSFRD about. An invoice was sent that indicated Mr. Hendershot’s
account would be sent to collections, at which point he again stated that he wanted to speak with the Fire Chief, but
did not come in again. At this time, discussion ensued amongst the Commission.
A motion to waive Mr. Jude Hendershot’s interest fees.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER GARDELLA
SECOND: COMMISSIONER SNELLING
4-1 vote, with one nay by COMMISSIONER SCHEAR
MOTION PASSED
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17-03 Commission By-laws Revision (Resolution 2017-03)
(Second Reading)
Discussion:

Attorney Jeff Albinson read Resolution 2017-03 by title only.

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Kelly Cisarik – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Cisarik stated that she has concerns about the
public input section of the proposed by-laws. She read, “…consistent with applicable law. Failure of the Board to allow
for public input on any matter shall not be a basis for invalidation of any action taken by PSFRD as a whole, or the
Board.” Mrs. Cisarik stated that she feels that statement should be removed, as the Board does have an obligation to
provide for public input at its meetings. Attorney Albinson stated that the paragraph tracks applicable law, as well as
the standard language used by other governments. He explained that the phrase “consistent with applicable law”
means if there is a failure of public input, there is law that applies; therefore, consistent with that law, it by itself, the
by-laws document will not invalidate it. He added that it is a reminder that state law controls, not the by-laws.
A motion to adopt Resolution 2017-03 and adopt the revised Commission By-laws.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER SCHEAR
SECOND: COMMISSIONER GARDELLA
All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
17-06 Truck 28 Purchase (Resolution 2017-04)
(First Reading)
Discussion:
Attorney Jeff Albinson read Resolution 2017-04 in its entirety. He added two corrections: Under the
third “WHEREAS” clause, the word “described” should be inserted between “otherwise” and “herein.” Additionally, the
paragraph immediately following the third “WHEREAS” paragraph, the word “WHEREAS” should be inserted prior to
the first word of the paragraph.
REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE:
John Pfansteil – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mr. Pfansteil stated that he does not understand the
rush to purchase this truck when other districts spend less for their ladder trucks. He stated that he also feels the
District should wait to find out the Penny for Pinellas outcome. He added that if the District continues to use the
current truck, then the District will also need to continue paying for repairs of that apparatus. Mr. Pfansteil made
suggestions as to how much the new truck would depreciate over a five year time period. He also made the suggestion
to purchase a truck with a bucket at the end of the ladder.
Kelly Cisarik – 448 Harbor Drive South, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Cisarik stated that she would like to see the
District purchase a new ladder track in the next couple of years, but before draining the capital fund, she would like
the public be given a proper accounting of that fund. She inquired as to if any other governmental agency has received
Penny for Pinellas funding retroactively. She also suggested using the impact fee funds to purchase a quick response
vehicle.
Carol Britz – 466 20th Avenue, Indian Rocks Beach – Mrs. Britz suggested that the urgency to purchase the truck is
due to the District fearing losing $300,000, and also suggested purchasing a quick response vehicle.
At this time, Commissioner Gardella inquired as to if this resolution gets approved after its second reading next
month, if that means that PSFRD is entering into the agreement. Commissioner Snelling stated that by approving the
resolution quickly, it will hold the price. Commissioner Gardella stated that he spoke with the Pierce salesman and he
stated that the price will stay in effect until December 31, 2017. He added that he does not feel that the District should
purchase the truck until there is a resolution to the referendum lawsuit. Finance Director Dave Martin discussed that
the truck repair costs for the year are nearing $40,000, and the impact fees will expire September 30th.
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Tom Bruno – 2401 8th Avenue North, St. Petersburg – Mr. Bruno identified himself as PSFRD’s mechanic. He
explained that Truck 28 is 17 years old. Safety items are now becoming a concern. He stated that they just recently
found internal parts broken in the pump transfer case, which is a potential threat to the firefighters’ lives, as well as
citizens’ lives and property. He explained that the truck is beat up and needs to be replaced.
Todd Best – 8140 42nd Street North, Pinellas Park – Mr. Best identified himself as a PSFRD firefighter. He explained
that the truck was out of service for three hours that day because the break system was malfunctioning. He stated that
the week prior, PSFRD firefighters were responding in a St. Petersburg Fire Rescue engine because their apparatus
were broken down. He mentioned that quick response vehicles are great equipment, but they do not put out fires. He
also discussed that the District would very much like to have a bucket truck, but they are even more expensive. Chair
Bruni stated that, beyond maintenance, having a truck company replaced with an engine eliminates the capability for
elevated stream or rescue work above the second floor.
Marshall Eiss – Inspector Eiss discussed that the District is more than single-family dwellings. He explained that
PSFRD must serve the whole community and, in that respect, it needs the appropriate apparatus. He also stated that
ISO, which helps determine residents’ homeowners’ insurance rates, requires the District to have specific apparatus.
Commissioner Gardella stated that he agrees PSFRD needs a new truck and that the current truck is beyond its life
expectancy. He stated that he was going to ask about when the impact fees had to be spent. If there was more time, his
preference would be to wait on the purchase; however, he stated that there is no question that the District needs the
truck.
17-09 SOP 217 DRAFT – Compensation During Declared Emergencies
Discussion:
Interim Chief Mortellite stated that the Commissioners had received the draft of this SOP previously,
and he would like to ask for a motion to approve it.
A motion to approve SOP 217 – Compensation for Declared Emergencies.
MOTION: COMMISSIONER SCHEAR
SECOND: COMMISSIONER SNELLING
All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
17-12 Laura Donaldson Engagement Letter – Constitution Revision Commission
Discussion:
Attorney Albinson gave a brief background on the Constitution Revision Commission. He explained
that, once every 20 years, the Constitution Review Commission (CRC) reviews the state constitution to decide if
amendments or revisions need to be made. Special districts are typically a big topic during this time. Keeping abreast
of this information can be challenging. Chief D’Angelo had a contact, Laura Donaldson, whom Attorney Albinson met
with recently. She is more than qualified and comes highly recommended. Her normal hourly rate is $425 an hour;
however, Lealman Fire District has recently retained her services to monitor the CRC proposals and advocate on
behalf of the districts, and she is only charging $200 per hour. Additionally, she has agreed to keep the $200 rate in
place, but to split it among however many districts would like to participate, which she suggested might be up to
seven, and they would all share the cost. He also clarified that she would be hired as a lobbyist and not an attorney.
Discussion ensued amongst the Commission, which decided not to move forward with retaining Ms. Donaldson’s
services at this time, but to leave the item open for discussion later.
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned in due form at 8:49 p.m.
APPROVED:

ATTEST:

___________________________________________________
Joseph V. Bruni, Chair
Date Approved

____________________________________________________
Kimberly G. Fugate, Executive Assistant

ACTION ITEM 17-06
Truck 28 Purchase
Resolution 2017-04

RESOLUTION 2017-04
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE PINELLAS SUNCOAST
FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND FINANCING OF A NEW
AERIAL APPARATUS.
District/Lessee: Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District
Principal Amount Expected to be Financed: SIX HUNDRED TWENTY ONE THOUSAND EIGHT
HUNDRED SIX DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($621,806.00).
WHEREAS, the Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District (“District”) is an independent fire
district under Chapter 191 of the Florida Statutes; and,
WHEREAS, pursuant to applicable law, the Board of Commissioners of the Pinellas Suncoast
Fire & Rescue District is authorized to acquire, dispose of, and encumber real and personal property,
including, without limitation, rights and interest in property, leases and easements necessary to the
functions or operations of the District; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District has
determined that it is necessary to acquire by lease and/or purchase such property (“Equipment”) as is
described in the Master Lease-Purchase Agreements (“Leases”) and is otherwise described herein as an
“Aerial Apparatus” to replace an aging “Aerial Apparatus” for use by the District in its normal operations;
and,
WHEREAS, the execution of one or more Master Lease-Purchase Agreements (“Leases”) in the
principal amount not exceeding the amount stated above for the purpose of acquiring the property
(“Equipment”) to be described in the Leases is appropriate and necessary to the functions and operations
of the District.
WHEREAS, PNC Equipment Finance, LLC (“Lessor”) shall act as Lessor under said Leases.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT;
SECTION 1. In order to facilitate the acquisition of such Equipment, either one of the Fire
Chief OR Finance Director (each an “Authorized Representative”) acting on behalf of the District, is
hereby authorized to negotiate, enter into, execute, and deliver one or more Leases in substantially the
form set forth in the document presently before the Board of Fire Commissioners, which document is
available for public inspection at the office of the District. Each Authorized Representative acting on
behalf of the District is hereby authorized to negotiate, enter into, execute, and deliver such other
documents relating to the Lease as the Authorized Representative deems necessary and appropriate. All
other related contracts and agreements necessary and incidental to the Leases are hereby authorized.
SECTION 2. By a written instrument signed by any Authorized Representative, said Authorized
Representative may designate specifically identified officers or employees of the District to execute and
deliver agreements and documents relating to the Leases on behalf of the District.
SECTION 3. The aggregate original principal amount of the Leases shall not exceed the amount
stated above and shall bear interest as set forth in the Leases and the Leases shall contain such options to
purchase by the District and set forth therein.

SECTION 4. The District’s obligations under the Leases shall be subject to annual appropriation
or renewal by the Board of Fire Commissioners as set forth in each Lease and the District’s obligations
under the Leases shall not constitute general obligations of the District or indebtedness under the laws of
the State.
SECTION 5. As to each Lease, the District reasonably anticipates to issue not more than
$10,000,000 of tax-exempt obligations (other than “private activity bonds” which are not “qualified
501(c)(3) bonds”) during the current calendar year in which each such Lease is issued and hereby
designates each Lease as a qualified tax-exempt obligation for purpose of Section 265(b) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.
SECTION 6. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and approval.
PASSED AND ADOPTED on the 15th day of August, 2017.
PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT
Board of Commissioners:

ATTEST:

______________________________

_______________________________

Joseph V. Bruni, Chair

Lawrence G. Schear, Secretary/Treasurer

ACTION ITEM 17-15
Budget Amendment
Resolution 2017-05

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-05
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF THE PINELLAS SUNCOAST
FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT, AMENDING THE 2016/2017 BUDGET AS APPROVED BY
RESOLUTION 2017-05 PROVIDING FOR CHANGES IN CURRENT SPENDING
REQUIREMENTS AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 General Fund adopted budget funding and expenditure
requirements changed to meet identified operational requirements for a federal grant, unexpected
expenditures in overtime, legal and apparatus repairs, and
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Capital Projects Fund adopted budget expenditure
requirements changed to meet identified expenditure for an Impact Fee Study and replacement T-28
apparatus.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF THE
PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT, THAT THE FY 2016/2017 OPERATING
BUDGETS IS HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS FY 2016/2017

GENERAL FUND
Debit
Income Changes:
Grants
Public Safety
Equipment Proceeds
Interest
Refunded Expenses
Source of Funds

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND

Credit

Debit

Credit

$148,637
$ 56,342
$ 3,500
$ 4,000
$ 7,500
$545,474

Expenditure Changes:
Personnel Services – Payroll
General Operating Expenses

$ 72,479
$222,500

Capital Expenditure Change:
Impact Fee Expense
Operations Division

$ 15,000
$530,474

This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 15th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2017.
PINELLAS SUNCOAST FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT
Board of Fire Commissioners

__________________________________
Joseph Bruni, Chairman
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 1

_________________________________
Laurence G. Schear, Secretary/Treasurer

